
THE PARISH OF KILMALLOCK. 

SITUATION. 'l'his Parisll is bounded on the north by the 
Parishes of Dcu.mrnin, U:reg:3,r and Kilb1·e,,,dy Major; on t:1e east 
by the Paris es of Kilbreedy Major~ Kilquan and Ballingaddy; 
on the soqtll by Kilbreedy Minor and Effir1 and on the rrnst by 
the Pa:cishes of Tankardstc\m and Kilbr·eedy Minor. 

NAME. Trrn name of this Paris11 is in the original Irish 
Cill Mocheallog, which signifies the Cell or Church of St. 
Mochellog, 'i.1;1,) was the '.)rJginal Patron of.' the Parish; but after 
the arrival uf tlrn Ariglo-Norms,ns it was plac8c1. under the Patron­
age of SS. Peter and Paul and old Mochel16g was laid a~ide. 

Dr. Lqnigan and Moore have hesitated to assert that it 
is certain that the 0111 Mochealloc of the ancients is the 
present Town of Kilmallock, but there can be no doubt of their 
identity as 13vcry m,J.n in the Pr·ovince of Munster call:.:; Kilmall­
ock by no other name th:::i.n Kt 11 Moc heal log ( Ci 11 Mo chc:illog) 
when speaking Irish. • 

307 

I sh~ll first insert here what the Ir·ish wri ten3 have 308 
collected of the History of Kilmallock, and then pro~eed to 
describe the remains to be seen ~here at present. 

Kilmc'1..llock (anciently Killociri. ::-1nd KiJ.mo·~l'J--,0 :lcc). 399 
AA. SS., p.749, Col.I. 

Vit. s. Mochalloci Kellocie patrono. 

Both domestic and foreign Martyrologies state that the 
festival cf f:it. Mochelloc (w!iom some writers erroneo !:',ly cu.11 
Mattel log ( 1) ·rncl others more properly Ce l len ( 2.) o, • Kellen) 
is celebratc1l on this 26th March. And although he was a man 
of most Rppr0vod sanctity and his venerRtion is as yet in 
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flourishing observance in the town commonly denominated Kill­
mochelloc from his name and called in Latin Kellee 1a, it, which 
as patron of the place his festivFJ::. Li cr::lebrc;.ted oi, this day; 310 
very little occurs to be obs:::,·ve:d about him, beca~se we have 
not seen his aots. 

He is said to have been the son of Tul,1dt1ran (3) or as 
ot.hers r.hink, of Obh:n (4) (who was, I think, hi~ gr1:1nctfather 
or great grandfather·) of the noble and ancient stock (5} nf Cun­
air-e, the secon1 King of Ireland. He flourished about the end 
of the 6th century, as is collected from the Life of S. Finan, 
Abbot of Kinneitich, who was his rel~tive ani cont~mporary and 311 
disciple of 8. Brendan, Bishop of Cluanfert. For in that Life 
{to be given at 7th April) C.24, these (notices} are read (by 
which the great sanctity and wonderful virtue, or power, of 
both in performing miracles are shown). Quotations omitted. 

*** *** *** *** *** *** 

This Saint dischRrged, 1t is read, the office, not only of 
Abbot but also of Bishop and successively ruled diverv Churches 
in which he is also venerated; for he 1s venerated not only in 
ltellochia in the Terri tocy of Munster called Hi-Cairpr·e (6) by 312 
the anci~nts; as patron of that town callei by ancient writers 
•cathuir Uac C6chaigh" or Uoniigh (7) lying in the T~rritory of 
the Desii and the Martyrologies say that he is vener::i.ted also in 
the Church of Kill-Odhraln (8) if it percnance be different from 
the last mentioned place. S. A.Enguss rel ·1 tes that he d 1 ed in a 
tlace called Letha, whi~h is, Maeuir in his Scholia to the Fes­
tilogy of ABnguss, states, tht nFme of a wood in the Des1i, in 313 
which is the said Town of Cathuir C(.mchaidh. But that he died 
in the time of Cona.11 and Kellach, the sons Jf Moelcobtia., ~ing, 
who reiained with joint powPr (soai8.l1 imperio) frorr, the year 639 
until the year 6f6 in Iceland (9). Geoffry Ket1ng states in 
Book Second of his History when tr9at.ing of those Kirigs: •At this 
time" he says "died s. Fut·saeui:, taking (who took) his origln 
from the race of Lugadius Laga, wlio was brotber of OU ld. Olom, 31.ti 
King of lfonstec and S. lloohe.ll0C' who erected the Church. cf Irill 
Moohelloc. But this Saint Mochelloc was descended from the 
race or Conarius.• His festival ts celebrated in the aforesaid 
Churches on 0his 26th day of March aooorcting to the domestic 
lfartyrologi"!s, on whieh even (or also) foreign Hs.gtographers 
■ake mention of him. 

Notee, p.7,t, Col.2:- 311 

(1) a: (2). Mer1dose, lfottelogum alii rectius Cellen11m, 
sive Xellenum, whom some writers erroneously ca.11 Mottelog Rnd 
others more properly Callen or Kellen. Mart. Car~husian. 
Canisius Ferrarius and Jitzimon eall him Uottelog. Marian and 
others below (infra) and more properly call him Cellen or Kellen; 
Cellen, Celloc, and mo being added for the sake of observance 
and love; Yocnelloc is the same name diversely expressed. 
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(3) & (4). Patre Tuladhrano, velnt alii Obleno, C.l. 316 
The Genealogy of Saints CJ.18, and Aelenacius C.16, call him 
the son of Oblenus; but the Martyrologies to be hereafter cited 
call him the son of Tulachran. 

(6). De Stirpe Conaril Secundt C.2. So with Keten above, 
the Genealogy of Saints C.18, and Selenacius C.16 (state). 

(6) (?) & (8). Prisci Hi-C'airpre & jn oppido Cathuir Man 
Conchaidh, etc. So the Martyrologles to be hereafter cited. 

(9). Qui ab anno 630, usque ad annum 656 regnaverunt. 317 
It9. Catalogus (Catalogus Q-:.i? regum etc.) Hiberniae & Q,uatuor 
Ma&ietri ad hos annoe. 

(10) & (11). Hae 26 Martii quo etiam externi. So at the 
same day the Martyrology of Tamlact (says) "Saint Mochelloc, 
the son of Tulo::lhran, of Cathnir Mac Conaigh." Marian Gorman 
(says) "Saint Kellan, the son of TPladhran, in the Territory, 
etc.• And the Martyrology of Done~al (speaks) in the same 
words. Saint AEnguss in his Festilogy (says) "In Letha died 518 
S. Mochelloc after manv dq.ys of life (post multcs vitae dies)." 
Where observe that Leatha, frequent in our histories, denotes 
one time, Latium or Italia: another time Lethana Territory (or 
country - regionem) in Britannia, Armorica (and) another time, 
a certain wood in the Desii, which was formerly called Fiodh 
Letha.n, id est, Sylva lata, that is Broadwood. And triat it 
is to be taken here in its third or first acceptatio~, Cathald 
Maguir states in his Scholia to (or on - a1) the aforesaid 
words to S. AEnguss: "Letha" he oays "that is Fi.o-d.h Lethan at 319 
Lismore, the nam~ of the place in which he (S. Mochelloc) died, 
sive nomen (qu? nemus. The translation would then be, or the 
wood where he died) ubi obiit, or in Rome as others say; or in 
Kill Daohelloc in H1-Cairpre in Munster, but it is mo,·e true 
(or pcobable - verius) that he is Cellen the son of Taeulodhran 
in the Desii of Munster, of ca~~huiP Mac Conchaid. Iu Letha it 
is said here, that is Letha, the name of a great wood in the 
Desi i of Munster, and in it was fo 1·merly that "Oi ty" ( namely 320 
Cathuir Mac Conchaidh); tnese he. But the Calendar of Cashel 
seems to indicate that the same place is now called Killodhrain, 
saying1 "S. Mochelloc of (de) Klllodhrain, of (de) Cc1tb1.dr Mac 
Conohuidh." Of him, Fitzsimor1 in his Catalogue Rlso treats: "S. 
Motalog" he says "Abbot, 26th March, Patron of Kellocia." Pet-
rus Canisius Ferrarius in CatRlogo Generali, read Mottelog: "In 
Ireland (festival?) of S. Mottelog, Abbot." Mar~yr0l, Carthus-
ianum mistakenly distinguished him from S. Mochell.:)c, Bishop, 
saying: "S. Mokellock Episcopt & Confessoris. 11 And afterwards: 321 
"In Hibernia Mottelagi Abbatis & Uonfessoris. 11 For Mochelloc, 
Bishop, is the same (person) whom others call Mottelog, Abbot, 
as is evident from what has been now said. 
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Cill Moche~llocc alia3 Uilldacheallocc Annals 4 Masters. 

A.D 1028. Fl tithnia O'Tigernain, lecturer of Cille.Ja­
cheallocc (Kilmallo~k) died. 

A.D. 1050. c:::n1'.:lll, Aircindeach Gille Mocealloc:-: ::i,gtAs a 
Ferleigh1nn cedust decc. 

A.D. 1050. Co1rn ,11, Erenach or Kj lmallock arid . ts Pr;.)fessor 
first, died. 

A.D 1412. Eda Leis (Lacy) and the s;in of thco E'.1,r·l of 
Kild~re were slair1 oy each other at Cill MJ~heallog (~ilm~llock). 

A.D. 1567. The E~rl of DPsmond was taken pr1~on2r at 
Ki lmal lo,_:k by tl:1e Lor:1 Just t er~, ·JV no c ,:nveyed him fror1 -hence 
to Limeri ·l<; fr ,,n thenr~e "JJ Galway; from th·,nc-e t"l Athlrne and 325 
flr18lly to Dublin. HL; capture took plac:e a slT)rt ti•ue after 
the festival of St. P~trick. 

A.D. 1B71. James Ma: Maurice (Fitzma1trice) Look Kilmallock, 
having b~en indu~ed to do so, not from a desire (d'ailgeas) of 
acqtiiring pos: es,:;L,n of its rl(~hes ~rnd wealth (althou.g11 its 
ricl1e:, were so abund8.r.:: as Lo be a e,reat inducement) nut be-
cause it had ~1ways been the rFlndezvous and sallying point of 
the Engll''.h and GeralJ.in, :; in their eontests with t1in1. In the 
rr,orn1ng before siu·,rise t,1occe wh:; had gor,'c to sleep happily and 
cornfot·tab1y wr:➔ re ai·ousecl from tnr, ir sl,lmbe:r by a f~.r:.0'.As attack 324 
made by the warlike troopz of the Mac Sweenies and Mac Sheehies 
wh, were , 11 the a1·my of Jam,:s Mac M-1.uricE. They t·:iol< tr1e town 
and proceeded to di.vide between them its gold, 3ilver, various 
weal tt: f'lnd v:-~luabl e j ewe 1 s, which the f c1 th,:;r would n it have 
a.cknuwl edged to his heir, or the m,)the r· to her dH.ughte r, on 
the day before. 

They were occupied three days and nights in carrying away 
the variou~,. kinds of wwi.lth, consisting of cups, goblets and 
other r j ~ h 0 1 rt ic le s, : .. po~1 1, heir t10 rses and steeds to the woods 326 
and forests of Eatharlach, and sending more of them pr·ivately 
to their friends and wives. They then set fire to t11e town 
which s •)0!'1 became ,·,nve loped in a he A.VY cloud and a black, dense 
and gloomy m0wtle :1 f smoke, so that Ki lmal lock became the recep­
tacle and ab)da of wolves and carnivourous animals af~er all 
its c,thHr misfortunes. 

A.D. 157Y. James, the son of Maurice Duff, who was son 
of John, who was son cf Thomas, who was son of the Earl, re­
t.urned from France, and tt was reported that he h:~,d brought 
with him a greatOi' number of ships than was really the case 521 
*** *** *** (Bee Limerick at this year, p.459, for the 
entire of this article). 
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The Lord Chief .Justice of Ireland, Sir William Drury, was 
at this time in Cork and with him were also the Earl of Kildare 
and Sir Nicholas Maulby. These (noblemen) set out towards the 
Co. of Limerick and pitched their camp in the neighbou1·hood of 
Kilmallock. Hither the Earl of Desmond came to meet them and 
endeavoured to impress it upon their minds ~hat he himself had 
not participated in the proceedings of .Ternes Mac Maurice, and 
had not been instrumental" in drawing him into the country or in 
the crimes committed by his relatives; and he delivered up to 
the Chief Justice his only son and heir as a hostage to ensure 327 
his fidelity to the-Crown of England, etc., etc. 

A.D. 1581. (See Kenry at this year). 

A.D. 1596. (See Limerick at this year, p.473, for the 
whole of this article). 

When these Chiefs had joined O'Neill's people atid all 
the neighbouring territories had been leagued with th~m, they 
marched with all their forces at the instance of the sons of 
Thomas Roe, the son of thn Earl (of Desmond) into the Country 
of the Fitzgeralds. They first went to the Co. of Limerick. 
The President, Sir Thomas Norris, was at this time at Kilmall-
ock and when he understood that he was not capable of engaging 328 
(coping) with them, he avoided meeting them and went to Cork. 
The Irish then proceeded westwards across the River Mang to 
Connello and the borders of Sliabh Luachra and Glean Corbraighe 
(Glencorbery). Here .James, the son of Thomas Roe, came tn join 
them. His brother James, the secund sor1 of Thomas Roe was along 
with them already u~on their march, for he had gone to guide 
them into the Countrt. 

When the Earl of Ormond had heard of the progr~ss or these 
warlike troope, he set out with all his cavalry and infantry 
to the Co. of L irr,eri ck to rnee t them 8.nd sent. a mess:- ge to Cork 329 
ordering the President to meet him at KilmRllock. As oon as 
the Irish army, who were encamped in the west of Conillo, had 
heard of this, they m~rched eastwards towards Kilmallo~k to 
shew themselves to these two Lords. Upon seeing thsm, the 
lords (i.e., the Earl Hnd the President) agreed to ·.v ,id m9et-
ing them an'.l turned off to r!1a igh-Eal la. The Iris ii p:i ,·c uecl them 
to the gates of Maigh-1!18,lla ,,.nd. proceeeiec1 to def.v, ;) ,r l:e and 
dar·e them t.o battle, sayii,g t11Ht they ( the Ear·1, et . ) 1·culo 330 
never wreck their vengee.nce u:c;,on them bette1· tban r ., ·,v:·1,'n they 
VJ e r e up o !! one p 1 ·:,., i :n . Th :; ;~> e t w o g r' e 8. t n1 e n , h o Vi.: e " e r , j_ :·~ ,~ J. t n e (i 
f;;:iVing battle, a.,'.d tlrn P{·es1jP.nt r,;:,paired to C:.)rk ?11 ': .i,e Earl 
to his Territory. 

A.D. 1599. *** *·** *** D1.1ring the day,, t:1,1t the 
Earl of Essex 7ia:o :0:t:1rr11ir:g C:1:u c, Si1· Ti,onms Norr :; , :.}1: Presi­
dent of the tw0 ProvL 1 I<,es of Mun:stei- c,➔.rne to Ki l'.rr::: l, '.,_ to meet 
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the Es,rl on hi~; way to Limerick. He rernainecl nea1·ly n fortnight 
in this town awaiting the coming of the Earl across the Suire 331 
and ,,,as daily in the :p:racti r,e of sccurtng tl1e mount.'-,iii;, of the 
Co. of Limerick to see jt h,· Gould injPre (wour:cl) or eapLure 
any of ~he Queen's enenies. One d1y tbat he wen~ tci the eastern 
extr,:.mi ty of tile Co. of Lin-:cr1.ck, lie unexpectedly Ille t TbomRs 
Burke (the son of Theobald, who was son of Willia~, who was son 
of Edn:ond) fl·orn Caztler;onncll. Tbomas aL)r:.e VJ8,f, en J:":(•rseback, 
of all his psople; he had ne~r one hundred Irish fo0t ~oldiers 
with him. As no :•n as the Pres tden t had p,-" rcei ved bi rn, he mad.e 
e. furious and determined n.tts,cL: ,Jpon him 8X:d cd ew atcut twenty 112 
of his people, and rrnu ld l:ave slat n mo 1·,_, were it no' l2 · him~;el f 
we.s soon wounded by a violent tlirust of P. :.:;pear ( in the place} 
whe1·e the jaw jcnns the uppe1· part of tb'.1 neck. Vll,'2m his people 
saw him wounde:J. they collected around him ar1d cari· 1 ,"'d him back 
to Kilmallock, where he ri~nmined a week in bed un,J ,:· : he care 
of physicians, and died tn the month of July. 

A.D. 1600. Letters nrrived (came) from EnglPnd to Munster 
this year in the month of July, the pnrport of' whic': vms as 
follows: That tll.e youngest .son of the Earl of Desmond (vi.z., 313 
James, the son of Garrett, who was son of James, wh- was son 
of .John) whom the Queen h2,d d,0,tained 8_s ho2tage f::;r his father's 
and brother's rebellion agatnst hPr, had supplic~t J the Queen 
and was set at liberty. This was after he had been twenty one 
years in confinement. Orders were also given in thsse letters 
to procJ.,dm tbrcrnghout the s,::,sernblies and Towns of Munster that 
this young son, James, the s n of Garrett, was goirg to Ireland 
as an honcur~ible F,,;rJ by the autr1or i ty of th,, Sove1·•- lgn. ;c1nd that 
all 11is relati.ve.s and follcwers who were in rebellion, would 114 
now, t·,_pcn tb,· i.r return to t.he Sovereigu s.nd -c,his young Earl, be 
restored to tbei1· dignity and h:mor and their crimes fore;otten. 
This young Earl arrived in Ire:and accompanied by a great army 
iu the month of October following. Upon his arrival in Cork 
the President f1 nd the Earl of Thomond repaired thither to wel-
come him and th,~y a:-~companied htm through MagL-Eal1a and Kil­
rnallock, and frorr, thence to Limerick. All the inhabita.rtts of 
the Country of the Geralclines, upon recognizing this young Earl 335 
to be the rightful heir, immediately joined him, and those whom 
James, the son of Tho~as, had placed as guards in Castlemaine, 
gave it up to the young Earl. The Earl then gave the possession 
of it to the President. 

Cill Mocheallog Irish Calendar. 

7th March. Mu Cheallog 6 Chjll Mocheal16g mac ollam do 
Shlioacht Mumhain. 

22nd December. H. Mocheallog ab agus is leis do frithe ar 
tig 0111 Mochealloigh mac oblinn do Shlioacht Cho1m,1,ide M6ir 
Airdrigh Eirionn. 



LIMERICK. 99 

Cill Raith*. 

Ratnqt Chille Raith, 5th August. 

* Cill-na-Ratha, Doar Newport. PLC. 

Cill tidhil. 

Seacht n-Ep3coip, Uill Ticlhil, 1st November. 
-~-',, 

Gough's Cam1en:- 337 

Kilmallock, now rednccHi tJ one; stre'., L; 'fJ:,.i· [ :), i.' 

tovm of great 110·:·,e, be LJg ,. :-it ;_eCi, a·1d tho n ovse s b, 
and elegantly built of hewn stone. 

It is now in ruins, only one str·ct entire, u1 

;• ;_y a 
, :i.'1Jlly 

of L}19 V)r\lls r:j; 11. Castles B.,t tbo ;~\r·gle~-:; ~Yl:!t 1.~c: s ~Jc ___ •1 .. \ a 
sha1·e of the r:1ags:1i.ficrJn~e o.s to~.).~ c:?..llc:'ci 'by Dr. C'i,u: ~l the 
Ba1bec of' IreJnnd. P: rcto. 1 nf~d t}Je p;·'•:iJ.eg8 c;f a~-, '.'O -gh 
till thr~ Union, .11aving a, cir .. rte1· from E_:,,r=trc5_ VJ, :en ir,i:'d by 
Elizabal.'.1

1 
8.r.d g 0nre name 'ca,, EarJ. Tl:e_: pr:::)_f'"~t p,, '';·Church 338 

belonged to an llougJ of 1-.:ftn~-,i;; heg 1 tl·,·, fcun,5_,,i :in;; 7\.h cen-
tu.r-y (Arcl1dall 810). The D n:L·,ic·:n ,,,,; •• hou1;3c:; 11,- '.hose 
ruins witr1in tr:"·, 1.o·rve:c bc~-i;,(::i.k 1 t. 1 o 1-av bc:en ·en '. build-
ing (I-I. P:trrnr LJJ:l c.:.: 1149 •-~"1U:::b,,U's p:1"il :3 1 ,and 213. 
Wl1or;; <3::e •,. ti 13'-:r o.f i_t,:c ru1n:3). Ab 1:,ut t i·,;e rniL,-.:s ··1- it are 
the ruins of Cragane Castle. 

O'Fl:,1::er·ty' Ogygi.a, Vol.II, Pi:,.,·t IIT, Ghay.LXXI ,, p.291. 339 
Kilmallock. 

Aeh:y M;;gn:odon, Kiug ,,f C,•,nnaugh , JiJ not :--,vfr 
a,32,il>.tic•n :f ~:ij_ f:), 1 11•3!', Kin:; rJI1 1 N;cl, 1:ll 'Ji I'Y, t ';:::; 
.,.v,a11geC1_; 1:01· n.e C:tc:t~1ronsd ?.,:id~ 1Ij .l J.8c! IC:i 11::: C•~;,:;J 1).· , 1_ r·2· 

the throne. 

': e ass­
:.,'.:; unre­
t ·ended 

I1m1y Ker,nsal: ch. f ro::1 V.' 11 oc~ the H:-,- -K •0 :nn ::· .. l. i . , 2, ., .• ,_, prung, 
King or LeJinstt;r, irJas a co ,.,,J'J,~1i~ 'Tc::ny to KinF~ Ii.ch\, .J :;m he 
conquered in thirtec::n ,3ngag:.:.":u ·nt.:::. Tl1c:ay :-ir1.y L:·. •:t::.r , great 
gr an ch:: on of Ce. :~: ; i r , Mc, n D. r c h · , f I r , l 8., , {, , 'c7:). 3 i'd s f, L '. • ; l,', t I 
should th:Lnk h/3 ,_ra::; at le~t~,t hi.s gi·e:t gr;L11.lf 1:,Jtur riat 
Cathir, his rq,ce:::tor jn _.h scxt\1 ge 1:er1J.ti 1 ; 1 :, ,5i.,"'cL • , :'·t two 
hundred y,;acs b•aforc., thiJ c.,~:.1., ,_, J Co·m of ',r1e Hu1 tci.1.· .. ·i,tles 
(p.292) t:".ie svcc,;S(,-:)r of' C,1 .. t:11.r, wei.s • t·➔ Lx:t>; ~'T ce::itor 
to Achy, cotem:porary with En:,y. 

At this time, 718 are tcld., a Pi·ie::,t w~u; sc.;.it : • 
Ireland to propagi,,tG 'Lho C::,1•~;:c:,t1c'cn R·c.1Ji,g~ ,_:. By '.1' 

was baptized when a boy. 

Rome to 
. A::.by 
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At the same time St. Dimma, a religious wise man, flour- 340 
ished in Ireland, who is said to have educated Saint Declan, 
Patron of the Desies, And Saint Carbry, ~ho were afterwards 
promoted to the mitre. 

Eucharius, Bjshop of Tholouse and Eliphius, his brother, 
with their sist:iJ'S Libaria aYld Susanna, fellow-citi.~~ens of 
St. Mansuetus, t~ie first from Ireland who had boen Bishop of 
Talen, had suffered martyrdom in Lorrain in the J11lian perse­
ov.tion. The memory of another of thej_ r ::::is tenJ, the Virgin 
St. Menna, is held in the highest veneration there jn the 
Church de Portu Suavi. 

St. Moc he lloc, after whom the Town of Kilmallock in Mu.n­
ster is so called, St. Bean, St. Uolm~11, St. Lachnin, St. Mobi, 
St. Findlug and St. Camirian, flourished in the Pl8.ins rd Scutum 
in the Country of the Desies, not far from Lismore. 

De Burgo. Hlberni.a Dominicana, Chap. IX. XXII. Page 883. 341 

Of the Monastery of St. SRviour at Kilmalloc in the Co. 
of Limerick in Munster in the year 1291 and of the Vjcarial 
House of Bal 1 ingal 1 ~ Burgns Anglo r·um, in said County. 

Summary:-

} s 1:, Nomenclature and de::,cription of the Town cf Kil lock, 
otherwise Kilmalloc. 

2rd'L 
the rnL;s 
the work. 
from whom 

A MonAstery erected th0re by the Friars Preachers, 
of which as ye~ rem~in showing the magnifice~ce of 
Its founder, Gilberta Geraldine (in Irish Gibbon) 

the i'cu:ai 1y of Fitz Gibbon is named. 

3rd. The actual possessor of the estates. The unly 
Bishop of Limerick of the Dominican Order. Some distinguished 34• 
members of this Monastery. 

4th. Of the House of Burgus Anglorum which was Vicarial, 
otherwise Conventual, at least doubtful. 

5th. Three Fathers of this Monastery in the year 1756. 

1st. Killocia. otherwlse Kilmallocia (Utroque lfornine Vocatur 
in antiquo Catalogo Coenobj_ orurn Hi be rniae Demi ni can?.~:, at Cap. 
II, l'lum. VI, Page 38 viderc poteris) (in Irish) CiJ.1"1eA.loc, 
that is (the Church of Malloc); in English Killmalloc is a 
(the) Head Town of a Barony of the samE.: name in the C ;, . and. 
Diocese of L1meri.ck under the Ar·ch-Bishop of Cashel (Legesis 
Cap.I, Num. XII, Page 18) formerly indeed very beautiful: built 
of stone (Vivo Saxo) but now disfigured by the devastations of 
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War and almost obliterated; nevertheless very many 0f the W3lls 
of the splendid apartments and the stone walls Fntire1y r·emain, 
as I myself have lately seen. 

It givAs the title of Viscount to the family of Sar~field. 
It is a Town ccrpo,·ate, the Chief MagLtrate cf w11lch is called S43 
in English Sovereign. It is also a borough town (Conssludum 
Cap.I, Num. XXII, Page 31). It is distant from Durlin one hun-
dred and three miles; from Limerick eighteen; from Cashel twenty 
at::q from Cork thirty two; from Galway fifty eigh1.; frorf\ London­
derry one hundred and sixty three. 

2nd. That the Friars Preachers had a Monastery in ~.his 
place and indeed founded iu the year 1291 can be a doubt to 
no person, the unanimous com,ent of Writers ( Anonymus Sc·riptor 
Antiqui Catologi rriox citatl; WqraE:us de Antiquitabus Hibern" 
Cap. XXVI, page 203; Harrisius Vol. II, Page 277; Alenand. 
page 230; O'Heynus, page 17; Echardus Tom II, p. XIII) proving 
that even to an evidence. And surely the ruins of the build­
ing itself inside the walls of the town s11ffiniently and more 
than sufficien~ly show to the eye its remarkable magnifjcence. 
But who ought to be considered the founder is net t,o :~ertain 
for Ware, and after him Allemand and Harris, t0tally p8SS him 344 
ov~r in silence. O'Heynn howave1·, asserts (p.17) that he was 
the most illustrious Lard Fttzger~ld, Earl of Desmond, •hich 
is certainly al together true as far ':i .. s to the racE-: of Gerald, 
but not as to the Earl of DPamond, as is clearly evjdent even 
:frcm thL, thtr1g that the fir·st. Earl of Desmond. was Mat,i·ice Fitz­
gE:rF.ld., EC>n of Thomas (Consul,,::ndus X ?rnj Cap. Num. III• page 
238) Siruiacus (of the Apes) who died in the year 1295 thus 

ci·eEtted by King Edwr,rd III., (Adeas Cap.II, Num. XVI 1 :Sit. I, 
page 45) on the 27th day of August 132~, as you can r~ad from 
Lodge elsewhere mentioned (Cap. praes X Num.II, Lit. c., page 
237). But the Convent of Ktllock most certainly was founded 345 
in the year 1291 as :is evident from what js just said. There-
f re the approved tradition of the place is more consistent 
which shews that this Monastery was built by the grand uncle 
of the before mentioned Earl of Desmond, that is Gilberta Ger­
ald.ine I in Irish Gibbon, being the second of the four sons of 
.John of Callan, Baron of Ophaly, the founder of our Convent 
at Tralee (De eo Sermo fuit, Cap. pra.es X p8.ge 237) ancestor 
of the White Knight (Tres sirr:ul erant Geraldinae Gentis Eq­
uites, nempe Eques Albus, Eques Niger, a Pi.lamiuis Colore sic 
dicti, et Eques de Glynn et Valley (latine de Clivo et Valle) 
a propriis scilicet Praediorum Nominibus appellatus, qld. Trtum 
Familiarum Progenitores erant, ut liquet ex superius, dictis 
Cap. praes X Num.II, Lit. c., page 237, ubi GeraJdinorum texitur 
Genealogia) as they call him, or of the Clan Gibbon (Clan Gibbon 
idem sor~at ac Stir:ps Gilberti cujus Territorium - nunc Baronia 
agri Corcagiensis - Longitudinis erat Viginti Quatuor Milliarium, 
Latitudinis vero Duodectm, ut advertit Lodaaeus, Vol.I, page 7) 
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and of the entire family to which the surname of Fitzgibbon is 
given*, The est~tes fJrmerly annexed to this Monastery ~re now 346 
possessed by the Chief Mngistrate, in English Sovereign, as is 
said before and by the Corporation as we call them of the Town 
of Kilma.lloo. 

3rd. I pointed out above the only Bishop of the Dominican 
Order of the Diocese of Limerick in which, as I have already 
said, Killmallo3 is situated, when I was speaking of the Monas­
t'ery at Limerick (Cap. PraeR V. Num. VI, p. 213). But a member 
of this Monastery, James O'Hurley, Provincial of Ireland, was 
:Bishop of Emly. whom Terence Albert O'Brien immediately succ-
eeded; also of our Order and also Provincial of Ireland, who 347 
received the Palm of Martyrdom, of whom individual mHntion will 
be more opportunely made elsewhere. (Cap. XIII, Num. LXIV et 
Seq. ac Cap. XIV, Num. XII et Seq.). 

There were many other renowned members of this M ,riastery 
in the last century distinguished either by martyrdom or the 
public opinion of virtue (besides seven Friars with two Priests 
driven jnto the sea by heretics); that is Ger~ld Fitzgerald; 
David Fox; William O'Gorma1n; Henry Burgatt and Gerald Fitz­
gibbon, w~1ose succint histcry I am about to exhibi. t in t11eir 
own .Place (Cap. XVI~ Num. II, XXII LVI LXXXI & X·~II. 

4th. Our O'Heynn (p.19) mentions a Vicarial House subject 
to this Convent in the place 's)f t11e Irish name of which is Ball-
1~gal, that is q town of the English in the same Co. of Limerick 
superadding these words:- Fr~m the year 1650 nu person of our 
Order lived there; of w11ich neglect tht' gre:itest care is to be 348 
taken in !'ut,Jre, if at any time the Lord will f'1cVour us. But 
Wan and Alemand (Waraeus de Ant1quitatib1.As Hibernicis Cap. llVI, 
page 203, Alemandus page 230) reckon this house among those that 
were conventual, although Harcis passes it over in deep silence 
when treating of the Dominican Rouses, but elsewhere shewing it 
to be belonging to the Carmelites. Hence I myself thinking that 
1t should be justly reckoned among our Conventual Houses, which 
are uncertain, will make mention uf 1t again (Cap. Seq. II). 

5th. There are three agents in the district of this Mon- 349 
astery in the year 1756, that is R.P. {Praesentatus) Brother 
Ambrose Mao Crath, Prior, in the 54th ,ear of his age and 29th 
of his profession; Brother John O'Duane, of the 57th of nis age 
and of the 32nd of his profession and R.P. Leotor, Brother Paul 
Slattery of the 48th of his age and 27th of his profession. 

* Descendit quidem Fitzgibbon a Geraldinia secus vero Mac 
Gibbon, qui Surculus est Burgorum Ge1:1tis, ut liquet ex antea 
diotis Cap. pra.es XIV, Num.III, Lit.9, page 252. 
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Archdall's Mon. Hib. V.II, p.423, R.I.A. 166 
Kilm:-tllock (was called aneiently Killoeia & Kilmu,.~frnallog). 

Was formerly a town of great note, beirig walled and the 
houses beautifully and elegantly built of hewn ston~; it is 
now in ruins, yet has a gi·eater sh•1.rP- of magnificence ~ven in 
that miserable state, than any t.JWJ1 i11 IrcL:rnj and a learned 
aud ingenious writer parttct1.larly calls it "the B:-'1.lbA,.: of Ire-
land"; it sdli. retains the pri.vilegr~ :)f ''" borough, sendin~ two 
me•ir1bert; to Pa,·liament; an.l t:1e Corporat10::1 in a petit~on t,J the 351 
HousG of C,)rntllons in the se,:,si ;n ;•f 1783, style themselve.s the 
ancient ani loyal Borough of Kilmallock. 

Regular Canons. 

Ao Abbey was founde~ here by St. Mocheallog (Keating) who 
died betweell ~-h"' ye,trs 539 8.11d BB6 (AA. SS. p. 749) . 

A.D. 1050. Died Conall, who was both Archennach and 
fes~;or of this Abbe:t (4 Masi.). Thj_s is now the P9..:-·Ld1 Church. 

Flacispaghe. 

Inquisition 11th August XXIX Q,. ElizabetD, fin.~~J that 
there had been an abbey ot· religeous house in Kilmalluck known 352 
by the name of Flacispaghe, on which a st0ne house was erected 
by George Meaghe Fitzpatrick of Kilmallock, merchant, and 
which house with an orchard and garden belonging thereto, was 
found of the annual value of 6s. 8d. (Chief Remem. ). 

Dominican Friary. 

The Friars of the Order of Rt. Dominick seated themselves 
here A.D. 1291 (War Mon.) and the tradition of the place informs 
us that the founder of this Friary was Gilbert, the second son 
of J'ohn of Callan, Lord Offaley (Baurk. p. 284). A gene1·a1 Chap­
ter of the Order was held here A.D. 1340 (King p.87). Thomas, 
the eldest son of James, Ea1·l of Desmot1d, died of a wound he 353 
received at Kilmallook. The Earl survived the death of his son 
and died in the year 1536 (Lodge Vol.I, page 16). April 24th 
XXXVI Q,. Elizabeth, a grant was m:-:1.de to Nicholas Miag?, Sover-
eign, and to the brethren and commonalty of this town, of the 
Domjnican Friary of Kilmallock 1 with a Church, etc., and three 
small gardens within the precincts of the same; eleven acres 
of land in Kilmallock and a water mill, parcel of the possess-
ions of this Monastery; to hold the same for ~ver in free 364 
soccage and not in capite, at the annual rent of 60s. 8d. Irish 
Money (Aud. General). But that said grant was forfeited by the 
non-payment of the said rent; Inquisition 3d. St. Hillary XXXI 
lllizabeth. 

The ruins of this Monastery, which was situated within the 
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Lanigan's Eccles. Hist. of Iceland, Vol. II, p. 9. 
Kilmallock. 

C. VI. Saint Mochelloc, of whom I had occasion o m0ke 
mention elsewher·e, beLrnged to these times, l1aving die~- very 
old, jn somr, year b0tw0en 639 and 656. He is ,J.f,Ll.8,1~.y cs,lled 
Mochclloc of Cuthurmac-Co~chaiJh, once a Lown lr. the now Co. 
of Waterford. It 1s aaid that he was relative of S . Finat 
of Ki.r::uity. I find hi1n r: .. nCL•1·ed with tbe tit.le of BL-hop but 
I suq)ec~. on wealc :111tl-1·rity (77). BPr3jdes sor:E est, b~ 1 :d11r:ent 
91, C'?.t,'nuirms.c--Co!1;haiol1, t:;•,:: f\ ,11112.:.ion of Lhe ChurcL (1 .f' Kil­
m,=,11 ·:ic if' u ,.,ally attrib .. ttd t,_ nim ar•d the ff,.me IUlua:Jock 
ts f:' .ppoE:ed (1t is i=in :1bs::11ite ::ei"at1,ty - J.O'D.) tu h,) a 
c:o, '::ra,,tic,n of Ki.ll-~ILc:l1c-ll - (7'.::). S1. Uc..n,·l:J~rn, A1 ;,,,t f 
Meno-I'toc:lti'.: die:~ .. ~n 652. He w2,s s11r1,8.t11 cl the Wisc:·, nd en­
joy.>.l ,, great 1·cp·1tdtiJj-:, Scme 'N,'iV,rs 1,,:-tke hin1 ~.lle: i'.?.ms as 
!Ji2.ne'·J1n, ii.bbo .. f Mohi.11 ln tbG now Co. of L·:itcirn; tut there 
i.s rca:::i r, '.,i t.hL1k tn:;,t tlley .';er0 JiCfere11t penwns. i!,anl!han 356 
i"~h:. \"Jise -Has, I t . .;~ iov 1J, tlic san1e B~s Ll1d Mancl1i11, or 2,s v11l-

6 8,, :L_y c2.lled f.iunchir;, wl1o is su:ppotieJ to have beeil th fj_rst 
Bi::'11op of' Lin,eeick. ]'01~ thicc supposition Lherc'; is HJ 0uffic-
j_ent :·.uthocity (84) a111 :::i, fc,,r as I can c1:iscover it rf::sts on 
no cth,:1· foundation Linn that Manci1a!l the Wise foundJ_; perhaps 
a M,JnD.r,tery -.;J~1ere Ltme1~1ck n,}w stands or Lhat T,l1e fjr., Churoh 
in that place -.,:1,s cled. i C'::i. t e J in h L~ name. Of the i dcntl ty of 
Mu11chi1J of Limerick with Manclmn tl1e Wis3, a s':rongeT proof 
need not b,: r,3quirod than ti:1at his fe.,;tival is k,,:pt u~. the 2nd 
of January, the d 1.y ::i~;.::J igi1,;1cl to the mernury of Man,,;h~1.n 'die Wise 
in all the Irish c,11end::11·s (85). Tt1en~ i,: not tho least hint 
in 8ny old. docw:ient relativo to our Cl1urc:1 histury ,;i' ,~rue 
Manchan having b(en cais,c:d to the cpisc,)pal rank b,.1.t. tnu ienar-
ation in which he was held at Limerick and. the eircnn::= ,;adce of 
its old~st Church be~ring his n~me, gave ,·ise at R lR~0 period 357 
to th,2 opinion of his having bee11 a Bi,::;110p. [Vlistak':1· 1; this 
kind have ,1ccurrea. not only Jri Ireland, but likewis · • ,·, ther 
countries. 

Notes:-

(77). Mochelloc is not ~allsd Bishop in any of t~e Irish 
Calendars quoted by Colgan. 

(78). Keating says that Mo:tF'lloc erer~ted 'he C: 1rch of 
Kill-M,),:}F:Jloc. Colgau calls this :place a town, me:,11i 01g, it 
seern0 (certair,ly - J O'D) Ki1mallock. He::ce Hart~Ls 2. Arch-
d:'111 ascribe a !vkn:..istery r:t Ki.lrnaJlo~k t,) St. Mochelloc\ (p.32). 

(84). War:j (Bisho9~, at Limeri 1]li:) s tys that SL. " 1n,'.hin 1 

son of Sed.nc1., v,rn,t: ti1e first Bj shop of' tr1at ,;i ty. He ,_ )es not 
refer to any autl1ot·i ty nor· i1a' 1 8J;y except a passage f a gen­
ealogical Hagioloe;,y (A_p. AA.SS. p.332) in whir.h umong five 
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Manchans is reckoned Manchinus Lumnichensis (filius Seinae ~61 
But this Manchin or Manahan is not called a Bishop, althoug 
a Manchan mentioned just bef~re him is marked by that title. 
I do not find either in the Irish Calendar~ or Annals any Mat 
chan Bishop of Limerick, nor even one called of Limerick. It 
is very probable that Manchan the Wise was son of Sedna, who 358 
is said to have been a descendant of Cormac Cas, King of Mun-
ster, and the founder of the Dalcassiar1 line of Princes. As 
Thomond, in which was comprised the Country about Limerick was 
the patrimony of this race, it is natural to suppose that 
Munchin, son of Sedna, wg,s greatly revered in that Territory, 
of which he waR probably a natjve. And thus it can be easily 
accounted for, why there was a Church in Limerick called by 
his name, without recurring to the unauthorised hypothesis of 
his having been Bishop there; Ware acknowledges that he wa::i 
not able to find any account of Munchin's successors at Lim-
erick until qbout the beginning of the 12th century, ~nd else-
where (Antiquities Cap. 29 at Limerick) says that it. is a very 
difficult point to ascertain who Muncn1n of Limerick wa~. He 
mentions the opinion of th0se who make him the same as Mancenus 
who, according to Jacobin, wa:s left in Tirawley by SL. Patrick. 
We have already seen (Chap. V. 12 and Ib. Not. 118) that this 
pretended. MancAnus of Saint Patrick'~ time was no other than 
Manchan uf Meno-Drochi t. Bu.t even if te wer·e dj ffer2r. •. and i:1' 
there was a Mancha~ in Tirawly at that ea1ly period, h ,w has 359 
it come to pass Lhat neith~r in Joceline nor in t~e Tripartite 
is a ·Nord to be :fuuna. about the said Manehan having benome a 
Bishop of Limerick, although 'he latter work is p~rticularly 
minut;~ ~LS t.o St. P<:itrick's proceedings :i .. n the now County of 
Limerick? The f~ct is, thaL in Saint Patrick's days there 
was (p.33) nHither a town, nor I dare say a village, nor Mon­
ast,.,ry in the place ·.r.rhere Limerick is situated.. Wai·e touches 
also on the opinion th:tt Munchin was the same as Munehan of 
!L:0 no-Drochi t, which, strange to think, he supposed to be less 
probable than the other. But he assigns no reason for having 
thought so. O'H~llora~ pretends (History etc., B. VIII, Uh. 
7) not only that Manchan was Bishop of Limerick soon after 
the arrival of Saint Patrick in Ireland and that he had been 
employed in Cormaugh t but 1 ikewi se that before he became Bis­
hop he was Abbot, and the first of Muingharid (Mungret) near 
Limerick. O'Halloran confounded Mungret with Meno-Drochit, 
notw\thstanding their being most clearly distingvished by 
Colgan, Harris, etc., etc. The first Abbot of Mungret, at 
least on record, was Nessan, who died in 552. 

(85). (See AA.BS. p.333). In Ware's Antiquities (Cap.29) 560 
the first of January is mentioned by mistake for the Festival 
of St. Munchin, instead of the second. This mistake has not 
been corrected by Harris. 
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From Fitzgerald's Hist0ry of Limerick (p.341):-

Kilmallock is a Rectory qnd Vicarage in the Dioc~SLl of 
Limeric::k, lmit(':ld at 8. p0ri0d p1•ior to a~y existing r,corcl 
to the R,:.:c,,•1j"ios ,,f Clonc~:,gh; C1onalcilty; Corcomuhid~ (Corea 
Muicho~Q); Crecoragh; Kilfergua; Killgobbir1; Killmoyi n; 
Kill tca:'r•.ey and Morgans. 

An Ab boy vms founded in tLi s town by St. Mo ::!hel J ~, ~1ho 
died betwncrn the years 609 and 656; this is no·;v the F ,·i,0;ri 
Church and js kept i~ good repair. 

The FrlnrB of the Orcl•?r of St. Domini.ck seated • ,yns=.clves 
here, Anno Dom int 1291, P, d. we ar~, informed t.ha t the i J: .. mc1.er 
of this Fr•i8,ry was G1lbert, the scconcl son of John o: Callan, 
Lord of Offaly; its ruins, which may still be seen, pivs evi­
dence that it was once an elegant structure. 

In this Churcb are the rems.ins of a monument erc~~.e:1 to 
the Verdon femily. 

361 

Another monument of excellent workmanship contaL., tl:rn 362 
following inscription:-

"D. Walteriur.: Cappi11ger Eques AuraLus b0c funerj. et a.maria 
monumentcm :posuit A.D. 1627; Demi.no JohH.nni Ver-dune 1::juGque rel­
ictae D. Al~0nao Haly conjugi suae. Dom. Verdon abiit Aug. 19 
1614 Aetatii, s1 .. ,.ae 63. D. fIBJy ob1il. Oct,uber 20th 16?c. Aetatis 
suae 60." "Surgite n;o1·tL1.i veni te ad jndicium." 

"Sit· Walter Cuppiuger, Ea1't., erected this monument in 
testimony of his r:iffection to Mr. John Verdon and hi::, widow, 
Mrs. Alice Hc .. tly. 111 the year 1627. ivir. Verdon d1ed Ang. 19th 
1614, aged 63; Mri:;. Hnly died October 20 1626." "Arise 
ye dead and c.::ome to judgement." 

On a tomb of the Fitzgeralds in the same Church is the 
following:-

"Non fugiam prius ex:periam, non mors mihi terror." 
"I will not fly, I'll fortune try; death's to mr, no terror.• 

In this Church is also e, beautiful monument of wht te marble 
belonging to the family of Lo r·d Blakeny, who was rend.ered fa.moue 
by his defence of Minorca; and in tt1e Crrnrch of St. Pet.er and 363 
Paul is the following curious inscription to the memory of three 
relations named Burgate, who, it appears, fell fighti.ng for th13ir 
eountry. (This is now much mutilated j.O'D.). 

Tert:!a lux caesos memorat Septemb. in anno 
Quam legis Heu nondum - Tres tenet Urna 1 
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Date 1642. 
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-~~:)'"t c-i '!'L"n·...,t:-::. - ,.. , • t 
,_,_,:,:.1, ... Wcci. t;; I 118:~')1.;:, Irr~·1~r1:::que rurtn 
J'us patr.i.ae c::::.u::,,,n; rexque fi,l.e:,a,~rn 
Prob•int. Integer attriti:o reper{tur 
Candor. In extis virginis et veri 
Pu,··p1,r,1,. Martyi·ii. Lillia, purpureJ:3 
Inter L1;id.entia, li'J.11.ctns tres Merucre 
Trium Nomina Marffior habe. 

Fratres (George ) 
(Edward ) Burgate. 

Nepos Alexander ) 

R·\::)r, 'bi::; .v,, r, i'..; g1·iev2s my heEu·t to ts11 
L1 lJ:, t t >:.c t, r ,:: :: re 1 at j_ 1; r, s nob I y f e 11 ; 
Fi 6 t:: 1c; l',,t· King, RcJigion, C.,ur:t.ry, Laws; 
Angel~, r-=:. ·.; Len app.rcv' 1 be glc,ri u2 caLJ.se ! 
'.T.'I1cJL' m'.Lgl' :': ,,j 6.es c·xhibi tirg to v:icv! 
The Vi~·cin'::: ,1f·:it:._ a:--1cl mc1..ctyr-'~, pvrplc hue! 
W~Jl nE'.y th l1cir::,.1c1'::; eEir:,J.t:-:r.i,itLc lore 
The1.1 br:Lg:1.".:, L'..e.Jil_cv 0:,nH;Dts blazon u'e1· 8 .. tid o'e,·; 
Witt cti:,YI clr,, pt U I. i es lE a purple stream 
Ma1·b1G :i.r;:::".o·t·· 7.1.?:-a ec.er1 her::je3 nr1.me. 

Brother8 (George ) 
(Edward ) Burgate. 

Nophow Alexander) 

Fi.tzt,'3:1',tLl, tho V!l1it:.! ICnighl: 1 Ls b.tcicd 'in the:· 
Abbey, 't!lrnrn i:::1 ·:;JF..;w1·1 :t. .:;,;si,J.J. ~10LL,:iw on his tomb wh, • 
tended to hav,, b3e:·1 fo ,·rned by a eontit1•,t:d drop u:c' i',L 1 

in Irisl1, Br::wn-S:insior, :.,h'.'1t is, \he Her;,,,o_ltcLry Drup 1 

mark of di::::rl•JaS\J;·e l.i'.'CJtll Le 01v:m f'Oi" bt'.3 g:·, at c~ruelt 
Catholic co1J.ntrymei1. 

~:c r, j usto 

1i ·J.('.an 

i :J p:ce­
cu,lled 

Kilmalloek h~s Tiith Greot propriety been denomin~tcG the 
"Balbec uf Irtcla1:.d .. 11 The F,ncient walls, which it1 ,r,:.u1., p}.Pces 
still rem~1.in, appc::Jr tc.• ~,'Jve form,:::5 '.'.n oblong square ·:.ith a 
Castle at ct ch angJ..c, and 1 ;-:;s hov.ses were bui 11. of tewn ::tone. 
The princig2.l unt.ru.,1ce ;,o ',,be town was by a lofty trn·~·c,ttcd 
gateway, which lo,( jn to a ~, trc et v.ni furmly bui 1 t; once , no 
doubt, ::::cc(1e ol" t1)"tle cm6. aninntion, but now exhibiting 
the st :i. 11 n (c: E, s o f :,:, s c1 ck e cl ,w cl i e ::: o 1 a t e d C it y , w i th n, e, 6 n i f i cent 
ruir;s o:L' (>:cJc:::i:-J,stical, rdlic.ary :-1,1,d civic eclif'i-:.:es ,· ''1tl;ered 
or. ev8:r·y :_,j,rle, '-'i:1L::b remind tho passenger of the gr:ndsur and 
prospe1·1ty or tbe~r former o~necs. Of such a scene tha foll­
owing li1,e;3 of Mr. Pope a1·P. pcculia1·ly descriptive:-

"The levell'J town wjth weeds lies cover'd o'er 
The hollow winds thro' naked temples roar 

364 
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Round broken columns clasping ivy twined 
O'er heaps of ruins stalks the stately hind 
The fox obscene lo ~aping tombs retires, 
And savage howlings fill the sacred quires." 

The Abbey of Kilmallock stands on the east side of the 365 
tower outside the town wall. It is an extensive ruin, but 
nothing in point of magnificence to other Abbeys we have seen 
in Ireland. It consists of several divisions, of which the 
following are the principal:-

A beautiful Chapel extending to the east of the tower and 
measuring sixty six feet six inches in length on the inside 
and twenty four feet in bres,dth. It is lighted by six Gothic 
windows placed on the south wall and measuring about twelve 
feet in height and five feet in width, and by a very magnifi­
cent one placed o~ the east gable and measuring about twenty 
feet in height and sixteen feet in width on the outside and 
divided into five compartments pointed at top. 

Within thi~ Chapel is a monument to the White Knights, 
now much mutilated and exhititing the following inscription:-

"Hic tumulus erectus fuit in memoriam 
illus; stemmatis Goraldinorum qui vulgo 
vocantur Equites albi. 
Johannes cum filiu suo Edmundo et Mauricio 
filio preaffati Edmundi et multi 
alii ejusdem familiae hie tumulantur." 

This is the tomb on which the Braon Aillse fell and formed 
a hole in the stone to mqrk the displeasure of Heaven. The 366 
arahes from which the tower springs are unusually narrow; they 
are a0ver1 feet six inches in width and twenty four feet in height. 

Another Chapel extends to the west of the tower snd meas­
ures eighty seven feet in length and twenty four feet in breadth. 
Its south wall is destroyed, but the north wall is perfect and 
contaj.ns three windows and two pointed doorways. Its west gable 
is in good preservation and contains one pointAd doorway and 
over it a large Gothic window. The side walls of these Chapels 
are about t~enty eight feet in height an1 vary in thick~ess from 
two feet nine inches to ~hrea feet ten inches; the south wall 
is two feet nine inches but the north wall and west gable are 
three feet ten inches in thickness. 

The western Chapel may be called the nave and the eastern 
the choir of the Abbey Church, but the choir arr-his a miser­
able one. 

North from the tower extends another lo~g house measuring 
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ninety feet in length end seventeen feet four inches in breadth 
and lighted by eleven windows of various forms and size~. 

To the south of the tower there is another Chapel or tran­
sept, on the north side of which there are two large poiGte1 
arches. It measures thirty eight feet in length and ~hirty six 
in breadth and is lighted by three window~, two of wbic11 are on 
the east W3ll and a very large one on the south gable, which is 
divided into five compartments. There is another small window 
on the same gable near the sc,ntl1 west corner. The -.vc· .. ',➔ r1: side 36'7 
of the tower was rtestroJed, acoorfiing to tradition, ty the great 
warrior Cromwell. 

De~~Wi;r::n the north wall uf the we:c;tero Che,pel above des­
crib.'!d. a:1d anothe1· building called the refectocy, is 2, open 
squ:,,, :·c~ .,:;f c ins i derable e:xtt"nt. neat· 1·,he north ·:1es Leen r. xcrem­
ity of which is t~e monument to the three brothPrs of tho name 
Burgate, the intcription 0n which hae beea above given by Fitz­
e;era.l.ct. Thi.c, n10t1ur:ient is rDW much mutilated 2,,nd th(, 8:;'.:.:Lquary 
hai:, to 1·ejcic~1 that its inscri:ptiou has been preserve• y the 
author of the History of' Limerick. "Tertia lux cr-,esos" etc. 

'i'he refectcry, c1· 8S the people call it "dwelling ·1ouse" 
of this Abb,:,y consist:~ of a Lirge kitchen, arched DYer,'. s.d, and 
over it a Jarge dining room. The kitchen is fifty six feet in 
length and nineteen in breadth and the height to the tc_ of the 
vault is about sixteen feet. It had two apartments off it, one 
at the east ent and the other off the south side. This kitchen 
has two large fire places and is lighted by five windoi~, of 
which four are on the :1.orth w2,ll ;3,nd. one on the wec~t ec1.1J3- 1:, 

and it is (was) enter·ed by four poirited doorways, or,e o, ',he 
west gable, two on the south wal 1 and. one at the •:>as t ,:;:· •1 

which is now jv.st de~;troyed. 

The dining room over this kitchen is a very spacir•1s Jne, !68 
being sixty seven feet six inches in length and thirty ~~o feet 
in breadth. It is lighted by ;0even quadrangnlar wird.01!s, of 
which four are on the north vni,11 and three on the east ::.,able; 
but its south wall, which probably contained several wi:d~wa, 
is destroyed. 

"The Church of St. Peter and Paul." 

The chancel or eastern portion of the old Church ~f St. 
Peter snd Paul is now used as the Protestan~ Church of Kilmall­
ock. This portiun is forty nine and a half feet long by twenty 
five aGd a half feet in breadth; the walls being thre~ feet in 
thickness. The western portion or nave is eighty feet long by 
sixty five feet in breadth; it contains four-teen \Vindowr,, which 
are all in the pointed style. There are on each side i'ou1· lofty 
pointed arches f,pringing from large squar·e pillars, di 7 i :ling the 
centrA from the side ni.sles. There were also arches f'P•'inging 
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from th0se pill~rs in a lateral direction, termjnateJ by the 
wal 1 ;J 0;1 cacl1 ,_;icle; b1rt·, t1Hy are 1:ow d.estro;yea_. The ,,,·Jw,}r 
s i tuc1,te,1 at the nortl:: west cor{J er i. s round and its b ty ~- e seems 
a 1,10:lif'ie 1.tLJ,1 of th,3 anci,c:nt Irish Cl•)gas, and intei·m,:·.Ji8.te 
betwee~1 i.t a,,:i. the Norman tower of subst:qucnt uges. 

T;·,ere is a small building at the south. east i:·orner· Zormed 369 
by the s~uth wall projecting nineteen Rnd a half fee~; the 
breacith of' tl1is buj_lc'Li.ng from east to west iG twenty fc,ur 
feet. lt i~ separatod from the main body of the Church by 
a :pc.,i ted ar-Gb. The walls of thi:J Church, whicii 'J.re i;:::,rapeted, 
are, including the parapet, about forty feet 1n height. 

Of the Church of St. Mocheallog. 

The foundation of the old Church to which, accorcdng to 
tradit.j_on, t.he n?.me Cill Moehea.llog was originally giv 10 11, still 
remain8; it i~ situated on the south side of a hjll on rising 
ground about a quarter of a mile north west of the Town of Kil­
mallock. There are only about two feet in height of the walls 
of th.is old Church no\\< remaining and they ere nearly covered 
with ear·th and grass. The length of St. Mocheall og, s Cburch 
is twenty two and a half feet; its breadth twelve feet three 
inches and the thickness of its walls three feet. The few 178 
stones of the fou~dation which can now be seen are large and 
no lime mortar can be observed between them. There is a small 
grave y~rd attached to this ruin, but it is scarcely ever used 
at present. 

Very considerable remains of the town wall of Kilmallock 
are still visible. One of the gates with its tower is in tol­
erable preservation, and a square tuwer or castle stands in 
good pceservation ne:1r the west end of the town. Many ancient 
house;; are still to bs seen in this anciaut town, of which 
the artists ;:;hould make careful sketches r:efore the r1and of 
improvement disfigures them all. 

J. O'Donovan. 
Aug. 12th 1840. 




